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Call for Proposals for visiting fellowships to EU based think tanks under the framework of the EU Eastern Partnership (EaP) initiative (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia
, Ukraine)
Introduction
The Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI) of the Open Society Institute (OSI) is seeking applications for one year fellowships aimed at ensuring that decision making and negotiation processes in the EU vis-à-vis the EaP countries is informed and influenced by independent civil society researchers from EaP countries.  
· To learn more about the Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative see: http://lgi.osi.hu/
· To learn more about the Open Society Institute see: http://www.soros.org/
Deadline for applications: 29 January 2010

Fellows from independent policy institutes in the six Eastern Partnership countries and Russia will connect with well-established think-tanks in EU countries with a track record of working on EU external relations and a clear interest in Eastern Partnership countries. Every fellowship will be tailor designed around a specific issue under the Eastern Partnership priority list (visa liberalization, trade and economic policy, cross border cooperation, conflict resolution, democratization, energy security, environmental sustainability). 
When applicable, fellows and hosting institutions will be invited to consult with respective national government and relevant EU institutions or governments in order to agree on the mechanism of co-operation prior to enrolment in the fellowship program. Fellowship proposals will be submitted jointly by an individual expert and a hosting EU think tank.  
LGI Visiting Fellows will work with the hosting institute throughout the year and spend no less than two months in the office of the hosting think tank. Preference will be given to fellowships focusing on specific Eastern Partnership agreements between the EU and one or more EaP countries. For experts, the fellowships will provide mentoring and networking opportunities that would not be available in their own country. For hosting institutions, the fellowships will provide access to local resources in terms of knowledge, communication with the government and civil society, as well as intellectual contribution to ongoing research projects. For national governments, the fellowships will provide an opportunity to raise awareness about local needs and priorities among EU community of researchers, public servants and politicians. For the EU, the fellowships will provide an opportunity to have an independent, reliable source of research and analysis for negotiations on specific Eastern Partnership agreements with EaP country governments.

Visiting Fellows will visit Budapest to get acquainted with LGI staff and OSI Budapest programs. Part of the three day visit will be a non-mandatory Writing Effective Policy Papers training. European experts will also be involved in trainings and workshops on European issues and EU decision making processes. Such training will be tailored around specific needs of fellows and policy think tanks.
Maximum project budget: The maximum budget of each fellowship can be USD 12,000.  This money is intended to cover up to a 12-month stipend and the travel and living costs associated with the 2 month stay at a policy think tank in the EU.  As noted in the attached budget sheet the funds can be spent on the following activities: 
Stipend – for surveys, research, meetings and discussions with key stakeholders, policy paper writing, advocacy at national level, working and communications with partner EU think tanks);

Accommodation in EU and Visa – for travel to EU and living costs during 2 month stay at a policy think tank in the EU.
1. Rationale

The Policy Think Tank Bridging Initiative (PTTBI) is expected to fill the gap in independent and professional policy analysis on the issues identified as priorities in the Eastern Partnership (EaP) component of the European Neighbourhood Policy. It is designed to raise awareness of EaP country civil society and reform needs among EU institutions, EU decision makers, and governments and policy-making circles in the EU member states. The initiative aims to broaden the scope and inclusiveness of ongoing Eastern Partnership advocacy efforts, so far constrained to bilateral interaction between national governments and EU decision makers. The need for alternative, independent and professional policy advice concerning the Eastern Partnership countries, their mutual relations, and their relations with the EU is evident both in Brussels and in EU member state capitals. Unfortunately, researchers and policy analysts in the Eastern Partnership countries generally lack the knowledge of how EU institutions work, and do not have the know-how and the access to influence policymaking at home and in EU capitals. By connecting these researchers and policy analysts to influential EU think-tanks and policymakers, the project aims to further strengthen the standards of their policy outputs with accompanying communications and advocacy work.

The problem is most evident during EU–EaP negotiations where the level of trust and confidence in deliverables is low. Both sides would greatly benefit from the independent, professional, unbiased opinions of policy researchers to support their arguments, make decision making more inclusive and speed up the process of reaching an agreement on key issues of mutual interest.
At the national level, the problem is often compounded by the resistance of politicians to policy debate, in particular in countries where democracy is either fragile or largely absent. Working in a challenging environment makes it all the more urgent that independent experts are engaged in the latest policy debates at the regional and international level. Engagement with well known European think tanks from Brussels, Berlin, Paris, London, Madrid, Warsaw, etc. will allow young, promising researchers from EaP countries to test the feasibility of their work, brand their names at EU level, become an authority on a specific issue in their home countries, and help in designing and implementing policy recommendations in the context of the Eastern Partnership Initiative.
Currently, the Eastern Partnership focuses on cross-border co-operation, visa and trade issues, energy security, conflict resolution, democratization, and environmental sustainability.  An immediate goal for the EaP should be supporting civil society’s drive for public service and judiciary reforms, as well as ensuring that the policy decision-making process is inclusive and democratic. 
Policy fellows collaborating with influential EU organizations should be able to present strong argumentation to the EU on issues like visa liberalization, free trade and increasing business cooperation that would be in the mutual interests of all parties. 

2. Objectives

The objective of this call is to enhance the research and advocacy skills of young researchers from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine through joint research projects with EU member state think tanks. It is envisaged that giving policy analysts (fellows) an opportunity to connect to EU policy think tanks and get acquainted with EU decision makers could be a driving force behind EU–EaP country negotiations, increase the knowledge of ENP and EaP processes in respective countries and improve the awareness of EaP country needs in the EU policy making community.
3. Eligible Fields of Activity

Visiting Fellows will work on policy papers related to the EU-Eastern Partnership country agreements, and will maximise the benefits of being hosted by an established think-tank in the EU to draw on the experience and best practice of the host organisation, and from a designated mentor at the host institution. The fellow will be able to experience the working practices of the host institution in the different cycles of a policy project. In view of this core requirement for the fellowship, identification of credible EU based research institutions and the establishment of a working relationship with a respective policy team leader or analyst in that particular organization is of utmost importance during the application process. For this purpose applicants are encouraged to contact EU policy centres directly or through local civil society organizations, national governments and EU missions in their home countries.  Alternatively, EU-based think tanks may contact researchers in EaP countries to orchestrate the cooperative engagement from that end.
Fellowship will last for 12 months. During the fellowship, the following activities can be financed with LGI funds: surveys, research, meetings and discussions with key stakeholders, policy paper writing and publications, advocacy at national and EU level, working and communications with EU member state based think-tanks or education institutions (including travel and accommodation in the home city of the partner EU think tank), presentations of research findings and policy recommendations at major EU wide events in collaboration with EU think tanks, and development of online resources on the subject of policy research.
Any or all of the above activities should deal with one specific issue under the Eastern Partnership thematic platforms that are currently a priority for EU and respective EaP government (please visit EU Commission web site for more detailed info on these general themes http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/eastern/index_en.htm)

• Democracy, Good governance and Stability

• Economic Integration and Convergence with EU Policies

• Energy Security

• Contacts between People.

Priority will be given to the applications that focus on specific issues of interest for EaP country governments, EU and issues identified with ENP action plans such as: visa liberalization, trade and economic policy, cross border cooperation, conflict resolution, democratization, energy security, and environmental sustainability. Selected issues should derive from general themes listed in the above paragraph, but can also deal with a very specific question within a specific theme. For example, a specific question of Food Security regulation can be addressed as part of trade negotiations between an EaP Government and the EU under Economic Integration theme of EaP noted above.
As noted above, priority will also be given to those applicants who have already identified and/or can confirm the interest in the project of a think-tank from an EU member state (LGI is ready to help in contacting identified EU country think-tanks on behalf of the applicant if the applicant puts forward a very strong proposal and is still unable to establish working relations with an EU country partner institution). Partnerships with EU country think-tanks are strongly recommended to meet the awareness needs and core objectives of this call for proposals.
Given that the tender aims to enhance advocacy efforts, priority will also be given to proposals ensuring a link or working contact with decision makers or public servants responsible for or involved in the policy making and implementation process around the identified issue. Applicants are not expected to have established such contacts by themselves. Rather, projects should include a joint (independent researcher from EaP country and EU based think tank) component of engagement at the EU level. Applications should set out what skills/networking opportunities need enhancing in order to maximize the potential impact of the research.
The target groups for policy recommendations are: decision-makers, EU institutions (Commission, Parliament, Council), National and Local Governments in EaP countries, civil society activists and other policy think-tanks.
4. Eligibility Criteria for Applicants

This call is open to independent experts, policy researchers and PhD students who are currently working or have experience working on EU policiy, particularly vis-à-vis Eastern Partnership and European Neighborhood Policy issues. Applicants should be citizens of one of the following seven countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine and should have a sound knowledge of EU affairs and EU institutions, especially the ones dealing with EaP. Any proposal should include the participation or propose the participation of a policy centre or education/reseach institution from at least one EU member state. The application should either have a support letter from such an institution or provide contact details of a person working on the identified research topic within the organization. All applications must be in English and applicants must have excellent English-language skills. 
5. Submission of Proposals

Individuals that meet the above criteria are invited to submit proposals for this tender in line with the guidelines set out below to: 
Applications should be emailed to LGI at the following addresses:

Irakli Rekhviashvili, Program Manager, LGI, at: rekhvias@osi.hu

Judit Benke, Program Coordinator, LGI at; jbenke@osi.hu
The subject heading should say “LGI Visiting Fellowship Application”. 

Deadline for applications: 29 January, 2010
Maximum project budget: USD 12,000 (this budget does not include networking events and trainings, which will be identified and funded separately by LGI). LGI funds for selected LGI Visiting Fellows will cover: stipend for 12 months fellowship and travel and accommodation costs during two months long visit to a pre-selected think tank in one of the EU capitals.
6. Guidelines for Proposals
A. Criteria for selection of projects: 
The Fellowship is a merit-based award granted for advanced study or research. LGI Visiting Fellowships are designed to help researchers from Eastern Partnership countries to research, develop policy recommendations, advocate and ultimately influence EU foreign policy vis-à-vis EaP countries for the benefit of open society, democratic state building and sustainable economic development.
           Apart from submitting a sound proposal with a strong European think tank additional criteria used for  selection process will be:
(a) Previous experience of researching or good understanding of EU foreign policy decision making processes, especially with respect to Eastern Partnership and European Neighborhood Policy Action PLans 
(b) Identification of ongoing research work in one of the EU based think tank and a feasibility to join the team of researchers (explicit demand for the knowledge and input provided by LGI Visiting Fellow)

(c) The innovation, timeliness and influencing potential of the proposed policy work
(d) Explicit recognition in the application of partnership and networking needs that will be necessary to maximize the prospects for effecting policy decision making process
(e) Ambition, commitment and feasibility to become an authority among researchers in the selected field both in the EU and in a home country

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B. Essential contents of application:
Project proposals must include the following:

Applications must include ALL of the following materials:
1.
Statement of interest (1-2 pages) 
2.
Research proposal (maximum of six A4 pages) including a well-defined research problem, topic justification, research methodology, and expected outcomes of the research.  In the research proposal please clearly specify in the following:
(a) Project Title

(b) Names and Country of Fellowship Applicant, and address, email and telephone contact details

(c) Names and contact details of EU hosting institution for the two months working visit
(d) Brief description, activities, methodology and objectives of proposed Project, or of further development/replication in other countries of project
(e) Policy Area (see thematic platforms above)

(f) Detailed description of the specific issues within the Policy Area to be targeted during the fellowship 
(g) Explanation of how the project meets the key criteria describe in section 3, “Eligible Fields of Activity” above

· Assessment of research and analysis to date in the given field, and the gap in the existing policy analysis to be filled

· Identification of potential hosting think tank in EU member state with a clear understanding of their relevance to achievement of the advocacy goals
· Identification of a researcher / research team leader in a hosting institution with professional interest and contacts in the given field
· Identification of a clear advocacy goal (policy field to influence, ongoing negotiations between EU and National Government to be influenced, legislation to be adopted/amended, timeline for feasible policy intervention)
· Description of the intended research and advocacy methodology

· Description of advocacy and communications strategy (including, presentations, circulation of policy briefs, etc.) that demonstrates how the project will reach and influence key decision-makers at the national and/or EU level
· Identification of tools, expertise and training support necessary assist the Applicant to implement the advocacy strategy
· Needs appraisal of Fellowship applicant’s and partner EU think tank’s capacity/expertise/access to decision-makers in order to be able to conduct the policy research and implement advocacy and communications plans

· Identification of necessary advocacy and EU wide events that need to be attended to ensure that the policy outputs are effectively disseminated and visible to targeted decision-makers

· Budget (in USD, using attached excel sheet)
(h) Time Frame of the Fellowship - Dates of in country work and two month long visiting fellowship in EU based Policy Think Tank 
3.
Professional CV
4.
English language writing sample (maximum 5 pages)
5.
The name and contact information of two people familiar with the professional capacities of the applicant.

**Please note that failure to submit all of the above documents could result in your application being immediately disqualified.
� Not an EaP country





